The role of mast cells in bronchial asthma: mechanisms and possible therapeutic implications.
The role of mast cells in human biology is important and complex. They probably play a dual role both in protecting the host and in causing disease symptoms. For example: mast-cell-mediated vasopermeability is an important manifestation of asthma, but it also provides access of antibody and other blood factors which are brought to the tissue and help in defense. Therefore, these cells, with their abundant mediators, may play an important role in both homeostasis and disease.